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A DISSERTATION ox the ADVANTAGES and BEAU- 
TIES of ASTRONOMY, Jy W. Kirr. 


HE wonders of the firmament great numbers paf3 their 
whole lives in the greateft ignorance of ; not having the 
benefit of education, or an opportunity to confult the learned 
works compiled from the carious obfervations and Jong expe- 
rience of thofe inquifitive and fublime geniufles who have made 
the ftudy and inveftigation of things their prime employ, they 
always remain inveloped in the clouds of error. 

There is no ftudy more profitable or delightful than the fcience 
of aftronomy. It replenifhes the fqul with the moft beautiful 
and fublime ideas: It peculiarly tends to expand and enrich 
every avenue of knowledge, and puts every {pring of our nobleit 
faculties in motion: It is admirably efficacious in fixing our wa- 
vering thoughts, and in enuring the mind to laborious ftudies : 
Tt difplays to us the molt magnificent fcene that our prefent cir- 
cum{cribed faculties are capable of exploring, or even conceive 
ing: It alfo excites in us the loftielt, and confequently the moft 
perfect conceptions of the power and wifdom of the Great Ar- 
chite&t of Nature ; forming in us juft notions of the infignifi- 
cancy of our own vaunted abilities, when put in competition 
(if it is poflible for any of us creatures to make fuch a competi- 
tion) with the attributes of our omnipotent author. 
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Our mental part naturally delights in what is grand and ex 
cellent ; it rejoiceth in an extended ficld of aétion ; but is ute 
terly averfeto any reftraint. Here, then, may it range without 
refriétion ; here it may enjoy the agreeable fruition of its af- 
fe&tions, and elegantly employ its nobleit faculties. 

He can never want a companion who hath acquired a know. 
ledge of thoie fplendid luminaries, which deck the azure canopy 
of heavens ; for he has an unbounded fcene of infinite wifdom 
difplayed before him, and unlimited {pace furrouads him. 
Neither can he want a book to diffipate the gloom of his vacant 
hours, having the fpacious volume of nature always exhibited to 
his view. He who hath ftored his mind with the rich variety of 
ideas which this noble fcience affords can never be at a lofs to 
find the moft pleafing as well as profitable topics for conver. 
fation, 

It muft be a mott pleafing entertainment indeed, and fomething 
extremely fatisfattory to the human mind, to cogitate on the glo- 
ricus theatre of nature! where the great omnific origina! has 
obferved the nicett rules of proportion, and the moft exaéct fym- 
metry. ‘Lhe reguiar decorum of revolving feafons ; the fuccef- 
five returns of day and night; the admirable revolutions of 
the planetary orbs; the diverfifying phenomena of the hea- 
vens—muf conflitute a moft delightfal {peétacle : Butto udder- 
fiand the effects and cautes of thefe phenomena, gives inexpref- 
fible pleafure to the aftronomer, and ina great degree contents 
that inceffant defire afcer knowledge which is inherent in human 
watore. 

The benefits that refolt from a knowledge of this divine 
fcience, are too nunterous t6 be here recounted. It intuitively 
gives us the moft élevated ideas of the deity, and thereby leads 
us (as hinted before) to conceive the molt proper and «iftinc 
notions of ourfelves ; for as it cemonftrates the perfeétions of 
the creator, fo doth it alfo clearly difcover the imperfettions of 
the creature ; thatis,in point of intrinfic excellence, when con- 
trafted with the eflence of the firlt, beft, fopreme, and wifeft of 
beings. And confequently it hath a nataral inclination to drive 
and extirpate from Oar Wearts all arrogance and felf-opinion ; 
for as the knowledge of the aftronomer far furpaffeth that of 
others, fo hie derives therefrom more perfect and becoming ideas 
of his own ignorance and impotency, 

Betides the afore-recited advantages which arife from an ac- 
qaaintance with this fcience, every one knowns that the recent 
improvemeuts in navigation and geography are greatly indebted 
to aitronomy. 9 
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But to gain any jut comprehenfion of this primary feience, _ 


we muft diveft ourfelves of thofe petty ideas which ‘we have 
ufually formed of things, and ftretch our imagination to the 
utmoft, for it can never be far enqugh extended; We muft not 
fimply fappofe that it is poflible for us to go too far; for who 
can mete the heavens? to what a prodigious extent did the Al- 
mighty ProjeGior of the Univerfe flretch forth his line when he 
delineated them out ! 

When the calm and folemn filence of night hath Inlled the 
bufy world to reft; hath veiled from our eyes, in dim confufion, 
the beauties of the contiguous landtcape, and the welkin difplays 
its cryftal azure, what multitudes of itars exhibit their fulgent 
{plendours ; all confpiring to adorn the firmament !—O magni- 
ficent theatre of nature! O gorgeous production of the omnific 
architect! Fair tranfcript ot the divine ideas! grand reprefen- 
tation of the deity ! 

Each of thofe glittering luminaries is probably, like our fun, 
the center and difpenfer of light to a diitin@ fyftem of planets, 
which dance their airy paths around it. 

What a grand ftupendous whole then is the univerfe! Im- 
menfe profufion ! luxuriant bounty ! 

How immenfe mult be the {pace that gives room to fuch an. 
infinity of ftars! many of which are above one hundred thou- 
fand miles in diameter, and perform circuits of feveral hundred 
millions of miles, without ever clathing with each other; nay, 
when neareft to each other they ase thea many thoufands of miles 
afunder, 

Behold what vak amazing difcoveries learning unfolds to us ! 
What different lights it communicates to us!—Thofe glowing 
fpangles, which the darknefs of ignarance defcribed to us as no 
larger than lighted tapers, knowledge fhews to be immenfe bo- 
dies, thoufands and ten thoufands of miles in perimeter; and 
that fpace which we ignorantly thought of no extraordinary di- 
menfjons, knowledge difcovers to be millions, nay millions of 
millions of miles in extent. 

O moft aftonifhing creation! incomparable beauty! immea- 
furable fpace! how far do thy bounds extend? What a mighty 
God art thou, O my God! I admired and was confounded at 
the eff-&s of thy power on this earth, of which I am an inha- 
bitant. ‘The capacioys land, the high towering mountains, the 
rapid torrents, and the yaft abyfs of waters, excited my wonder, 
and filled my heart with aderation: But. what are thefe, the 
earth and ai] that is therein, when compared to thy own produc- 
tions, the incomprehenfible firmament of heaven, and the huge 
oibs, or worlds beyond worlds, which thou hait fixed therein ? 
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They are no more in refpeét of the great.whole, than a fingle 
corpufcle is to the mafs that compofeth this terraqueous {phere ; 
or the minate duit that adheres to a balance, which “is almoft 
imperceptible, andmakes no difference whether it remains or is 
brafhed away. 

Still grander are the ideas which the learned entertain of the 
creation ; for they fuppofe that the pianets are ftored with inha- 
bitants of various degrees, but all enjoying delight and happi- 
nefse And isnot this forming a more worthy conception of them, 
than fuppofing that they were placed to twinkle in the tky, only 
for us to look at? 

O thou infinite being! adorable author of exiftence !’ Sub- 
lime, and deferving of thee, are all thy works ; but not half fo 
beautiful as thou, great archetype of all things lovely! ’Tis 
thy all-fufficient arm that whirls the orbs conftantly around in 
their affigned careers, and inviolably fuitains the incommutable 
eourfe of nature; true foul and vital principle of all things ! 
This ourearth, which now fo iaceffantly rotates, would ftop its 
courfe, and leave us enveloped in eternal night, fhouldeft thou, 
but tor a moment, withdraw thy propitious fuperintendency, from 
which it derives its motion ! Without thee this goodly univerfal 
fyitem would become a chaotic lump of matter, lifelefs, and 
without afoul. Thy ever active power is the primum mobile 
that a¢tuates the whole; and inftils life into all its conftituent 

arts, : 


Stockland, Dorfet, Fanuary 5> 1785. 





A POLITICAL ANECDOTE, 


tig” was generally fuppofed, on the acceflion of the late king, 
that Sir Robert Walpole would have been turned out of his 
employments with difgrace, as it was well known that both the 
prince and princefs bad retained ftrong refentments againit him, 
on account of fome parts of his behaviour towards them, during 
the rupture between the twocourts. Accordingly, on the death 
of the old king, fome immediate proofs were given that fuch 
was the intention. Sir Robert was himfelf the bearer of the 
tidings, and arriving in the night when the prince was a-bed, 
fent to defire an audience, epon bufinefs of the utmolt confe- 
es which would admit of nodelay. The prince refuled to 
ce him, and ordered him to fend in his bafinefs ; upon which he 
gave an account of the death of the late king, and faid he waited 
there to receive his majetty’s commands, The king ftill perfitted 
in 
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in refafing to fee him, and bade him fend Sir Spencer Compton 
tohim immediately. 

Sir Robert now plainly faw his downfal had been predeter- 
mined, and hafened to Sir Spencer with humble‘ tenders of his 
fervice, begging his protection, and earneftly entreating that he 
would fereen him from farther perfecution. When this fory 
had got abroad, the habitation of the late mintfler became defos 
late, and the whole tribe of courtiers, as ufual, crowded to the 
levee of the new favonrite. Yet in no long {pace of time af- 
terwards, to the aftonifhment of the whole worll, Sir Robert 
was reinftated in his pofts, and appeared in as high favour as 
ever. Various were the conjectures of the peopie upon the 
means employed by him to fupplant his competitor, and reinttate 
himfelf in full poffefiion of his power, while the true caule of 
this furprifing change remained a fecret, and was known only 
to a very few; nor has it yet been publicly divulged to the 
world. 

Soon after the acceflion of George I. it is well known the 
whigs divided among themfelves, and fplit into tworparties, in 
violent oppofition to each other. Sunderland, Stanhope, and 
Cadogan, were the leaders of one file ; Townfhend, Walpole, 
Devonifhire,' and the chancellor, of the other. It happened at 
thattime that the former were victorious ; and the diicarded 
party, in refentment, paid their court at Leicefter-houfe. Wal- 
polé had thought of a particular meafure to diitrefs their oppo- 
nents, which he communicated to the heads of his parcy ; it was 
approved of, and fome of them thought that che prince fhould 
be let into it; but Walpole would by no means agree to this; 
and, in his ufual coarfe way, (aid that the prince would commu. 
nicate it to the princefs, and that fat-a—d bitch would divulge 
the fecret. By fome means or other the princels was acquainted 
with this vulgar fpeech of sir Robert, and at firit it made a 
great impredion on her, and filled her with great refentment, 
Of this circumftance Sir Robert was not long ignorant; and 

eing fenfible that fhe never would forgive iim uniefs he did her 

fome ejiential iervice, he refolved to take that method of making 
her his friend. Accordingly, whea the time was come tor {et- 
tling the income of the prince, he fent her word by a trulty mef- 
ferger, that if fhe would ufe her intereft that he fhould be minif- 
ter, he would engage that the prince fhould have 100,0c00l. a 
year, although Sir Spencer Compton had propofed only 60,0001. 
She took him at his word, and in her anfwer took occaiion to 
inform him, thar the fatea—d bitch had forgiven him, 
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Tie HISTORY of PERICLES. 


ERICLES was of one of the beft families, and was looked 

on as one of the mof promifing young noblemen in Athens. 
He had a great deal of good fenie, and avery good fhare of 
learning; but he had at the fame time, as young men of his 
quality generally have, a quick foul, and paflions a little too 
impetuous, 

One morning he feat for his old friend Honeftus ia great 
hafte, and as foon as he came into the room, “* I have a charm- 

+ ing party to propofe to yeu, fays Pericles : I thought of it but 
Jait night. Let you and me fet out together, to make the tour of 
the ifland of Cythera, You know that a month hence begins 
the great fealt of Venus: We may get by that time to the capi- 
tal, and fo enjoy all thofe fperts and diyerfions which are {aid to 
be f magnificent and fo delightful.” 

Honeitus ftaid fome time without giving any anfwer, and at 
laft nid, ** I fhould be glad to go any where with my Pericles, 
but the air of Cythera is dangerous: tis the country of foftaels 
and paffions. If you go thither, you may lofe the glory and 
quiet of your life for a few weeks diverfion. Why cannot we 
as well go to Delos or Mycene ?” ‘* No,” fays Pericles, 
sis a determined thing 3 and you muf either promise me to 
niake the tovrof Cythera with me, or I maf look out for fome 
other companion.” . 

Honellws endeavcused for fome time to combat his defign ; 
he found it in vain, and fo promifedto attend him. « 

They fet out together in a thip that belonged to Pericles, with 
a fine wind, and the fineftweather imaginable. The air feemed 
to play with the fails as it carried them on ; the fea was {miling 
and fill ; all the heavens were of one light blue; and the fua 
gilded the whole furface of the water, and made the little waves 
that fhifted along the face of it look like rolling liquid filver. 
Pericles, who fat with his friend on the deck, obferved all thefe 
particulars to him, and faid ** ’twas a plain omen that their 
journey would be profperous.” 

The next day, about noon, the air was over- caft of a fudden, 
by a tet of thick clouds, thet came fcudding from the fouth ; 
which foon brought on a yiolent ftorm, mixed with continued 
thuncer, aud fuch theets of lightening, that the heavens feemed 
jemetimes to be all on fire, 

** If the weather yelterday’ fays Honeftys, ‘* was a good 
omen, that of to day mph be a yery bad one.” “ Oh! I never 
mind omens,” fays Pericles, ** let us traft all tothe Gods.” 

They now began to difcover the fhore of the ifland of Cy- 
thera, more by the helpof this frightful light than by that of 
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the day : and the pilot was more afraid of the rocks about the 
¢oaft than in any hopes of landing. He did all a good pilot 
could do; but in fpite of all his care, they were drove two diffe. 
rent times on thé fands, and were in the preateft danger of be- 
ing ftranded. In the evening the weather began to clear upa 
little; and, with much aifficulty and danger, they at lat made a 
finall port, and landed in fafety. 

Their tour about the ifland was a very agreeable one. They 
got to the capital by the titne they intended, and were received 
here with great civilities by feveral of the nobility who had 
formetly been at Athens, had made friendthips with Pericles’s 
father there, and had the greatett efteem for his memory: Ine 
deed no one éver deferved more efteem than he had done in his 
life-time. 

Among thefe friends none was more obliging than Palemon. 
They lived with him in his palace, with the fame liberty and 
eafe, as they would have done in Pericles’s own at Athens ; 
but it was mote agreeable to Pericles than his own, for there he 
faw, and converfed every day with the daughter of Palemon, the 
charming Afpafia. 

Afpafia was one of the fineft women in all the ifland of Cy- 
thera. Befides the advantages of her air and perion, flr had 
more fenfe than moft men, with all the engaging arts of a fine 
woman: Pericles was ot all partics with het. They fit tozee 
ther almofl all the day at the circus, to fee the combats of the 
beafts and the chariot races; and in the evening he attended 
her at the theatre, all the while the comedy was acting. 

Sometimes, in the mornings, Honeftus ufed to take a little 
waik with him in a grove behigd the honfe. One morning as 
they were taking their turas theré together, after they had both 
been filent fome time, Honeftus faid, «I was, you know, againft 
this voyage to Cythera. Amidit all the civilicies we receive 
here, I with we had not feen this place.” “* Why” faid Perie 
cles, in furprize, “* Where could we have been ina more agrees 
able one?” = It is bat roo pleafing,” replied Honeftus, ** nor 
will I conceal it any Jonzer: you aré in love, Pericles, and all 
thet I feared is likely total! epon yoa here.” ** And why do 
you imagine Me to bein love?” fays Pericles fmiline. ** I have 
feen it fome time, replied his fiend. Yoar ufual gaiety has 
left you ; when we are together, ybu are filent; when 1 fpeak 
te you, inftéad of aniwering me, you are humming fome amo- 
roas fong. When you are with Afpafia,— I fee her name af- 
fects you—you feel no regard forall the other beauties round 
you; you neither hear che tragedy, nor fee the Chariots ; your 
eyes are etéervally fixed on her, and your thoughts ate wandering 

: ; : froin " 


Se ae a ae ee 

















28 THE WEEKLY. ENTERTAINER, 


from every thing elfe.” ‘* Well,” fays Pericles, more {ce 
rionily, ** I own to you that Iam in love ; and who can fee 
her without being {o ?” 

«* That,” fays Honeftus, ‘* is the language of every lover I 
ever yet met with: They are always in the right; and every 
man’s miftrefs is to him the fineft woman in the world. ' You, 
perhaps, may fay fo with more reafon than moi of them ; but 
ivppofing your miftrefs to be the finefi woman in the world, there 
are many reafons why you fhould euceavour to conquer this 
paffion. You are now in the point of Jife when you are to de- 
termine whether you will follow the great path of glory, or the 
little bye-way ct infignificance: All the world expects much 
from you: The voice of your country, and the expectation of 
your friends, call upon you. Love is an engrofler; if you fol- 
low this paffion yor mutt give up every thing elfe toit. Befide 
this general evil, I could give you a thovfand particular reafons 
why you fhould never think of Afpafia.”—** | know them all, 
(fays Pericles), and have thought of them more, perhaps, than 
you imagine. I fee bat too piainly that my purfuit of this paf- 
fio: mayend in the unhappinefs of my beft friends, of myielf, 
and even of my dear Afpatia. I have gone fo faras to wilh 
that i, was pollible to conquer the paffion I have indulged ; but, 
yeu gods, how is that poflible ? 

“© Ic is extremely difficult,” replied Honeftus ; but, as I have 
formerly made /uch a conqueft over myfelf, I may be allowed to 
affirm it is pofible. There is but one method of doing it ; 
and that is, to fly from the object that bewitches you imme- 
diately. I own this is extremely difficul: : It is tearing one’s 
{elf from what makes a part of one’s foul ; from all incliastion 
tends to. To do this, and to do it faadenly, is furely the 
greatcil violence tonature. But if you fee it muit be done, you 
ought to do it immediately. Every moment that you itay che 
charm grows flronger, and the knot is tied the clofr. The 
difficulty encreafes, and your refolution Jeflens, every moment. 
itis yet poflible ; but a few days hence, perhaps, it will be out 
of your power.” 

Pericles could not deny the truth of what his friend had faid: 
He defired him to quit the fubjeét for the prefent, pronifed him 
to think over carefully what he had faid, and to call up ali his 
refolation ; And fo parted. 

Man is certainly a creature of a very firange compofition. 
He is this moment, perhaps, the humble flave of his paffions ; 
and the rext, lord of them al!, by becoming again maiter of his 
reaton. Pericles had great good fenfe, as well as a great vio- 
Jence of paflions, ‘There mult have beea a very firong firuggle 
in him, from things fo very oppofite ; but at laf ke made a 
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noble effort, and obtained the vitory. Two days after his con- 
verfation with Honeftus, he fixed the day for their departure ; 
and in fpite 6f all his love, and even the tears of his Afpatia, 
kept his word, and left the ifland of Cythera, 

‘They were fcarce got a league out at fea when he withed 
himfelf back again, and was angry with himfelf and with Honef= 
tas for having made him fo reafonable. The paffion returned 
with allits violence, as madnefs after a lucid interval, He kept 
his eyes fixed on the turrets of the city aslong as he could dif- 
tinguifh them from the clouds ; and when he had quite loft 
fight of them, he fat with his hands acrofs, in a deep filence, 
and looked like a ftatue, only that he endeavoured now and 
then t6 conteal the tears which he could not hinder from fteal- 
ing down his cheeks every moment. 

Honeftus thought it the beft way to let him indulge his grief 
a little, and fo did not interrupt him with any pretences to divert 
his melancholy, which he faw was juft then too itrong to be di- 
verted. He was overjoyed that he had taken this great ftep 
toward the conquelt of himfelf, and did not doubt but that a 
little time would wear away the concern he faw him ander. 

After they were got home, and had been fettled for fome time 
at Athens, he was ‘urprized to find that Pericles’s paffion feemed 
tocontinue on him as ftrong asever. He did not enjoy any of 
the diverfions of the place, and was fond of nothing but retire- 
ment ; he made no vifits but fach as were abfolutely neceflary, 
nor did he care to receive any: Honeftus fometimes was ad- 
mitted ; bat he received him witha cold fort of kindnefs, which 
feemed to fay, “ I had rather fee you than feveral of may other 
friends, but I had rather be aione than fee even you.” He 
fpoke to him of it, and Pericles owned that he had loft his relith 
for the thoughts of every thing but Afpafia; that what he had 
faid formerly, that he could not think of pollefling her, was too 
true, and yet he could not be happy without her ; that therefore 
he defigned to retire to his villa in the country, and to give him- 
felf up to a melancholy which he found he could not refitt ; and 
that he was {o fully refolved on this, that he was to fet out the 
very next morning. 

Hone!lus faid every thing he could to turn him from his 
ftrange refolution ; he told him that he was quitting the path of 
glory as much as if he had been loft in love and indolence : he 
put him in mind of the war that was jaf then declared againit 
Afia: he called upon him, in the name of virtue, to awake from 
his lethargy, and to think of the great duties which he owed to 
his honour and reputation. ‘* Think over thefe things (fays he) 
in your retirement, if you mult retire; and be fo good as to 
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name fome time when I may come and hear your Jaft refolve— 
whether we are tocount Pericles among the dead, or whether we 
are once more to fee him fhine forth in all the great offices of life 
and duties to bis country.” 

Pericles could not deny fo reafonable a requeft: he named a 
time at a greater diftance than Honeftus withed, both for his 
fake and his own, and retired the next day to his villa in the 
country. 

It was there that, during fome months, he went through the 
greateft trial he had ever yet undergone. As his ‘ove was ftill 
fo violent, and as his paffion for glory and his fenfe of his duty 
were always {trong and lively, no one can imagine the agitation 
he fuffered but himfelf. There was a foreft near his houfe, in 
which he ufed to wander, and labour under all the agonies of fa 
difficult a choice. At lait the day came when Honeltus was to 
have his final determination. He arrived there in the morning 
of it, and found Pericles fitting under an old facred oak, in the 
middle of the foreft, more compofed, and with a livelier air, 
than he expeéted. As he approached him, Pericles cried, 
“« Yes, the gods take care of mortals! Lait evening, as [ was 
fitting under this very oak, amidft the mixture of fhades and 
lights that were caft by the moon, deep in thought to determine 
on the queftion you had given me, and fcarce yet well refolved, 
as I lifted up my eyes fromthe ground, and was rifing to return 
te my houfe, I faw ftanding before me the moft venerable figure 
imaginable: it was a man cloathed in a long white robe, but 
with a look much more heavenly than human. You may ima- 
gine the greatnefs of my furprize ; but how much greater was 
it, when upon obferving his face, I faw it was the face of my fa- 
ther! ‘I fell down to embrace his knees, but my hands met to- 
gether in the air: he feemed alfo to {top to embrace me. 

«* Aftera filence which was occafioned in me, by a facred awe, 
and in my father (as appeared in his face), from the fondeit pa- 
ternal tendernefs, he {poke to me the following words, which 
made fuch an impreffion on me, that every word of them 
feems, asit were engraved on my mind:—* Oh, my fon! how 
much have I fuftered for you and with you! My office in the 
world of fpirits, is to be a guardian angel. You were afligned 
to me as my fir® charge. [have for fome years beea prefent 
with you in ail your ations. How ofte. have you given me 

leafure ! and how feldom have you done any thing to make me 
Bath foryou! How did Il tremble for you when ia the ifland 
of Cythera! and how anxious have I been during all the time 
that your laft great combat in your mind lafted! but you have 
got the better—-wirtue is your choice, and glory will be your 
poruca. 
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portion. I come only to give you joy of your victory. Goon 
in the great courfe you have defigned, and continue to make 
yourfelf every day more and more happy.” 

«© As he faid thefe words, he arofe again towards the Hea- 
vens: I followed him with my eye, by the light that was dif- 
fufed over his robes, till he difappeared. To the lafthe alfo 
feemed to have his eye fixed upon me. 

** [then returned with a new glow, and ftronger refolutions 
on my mind, which nothing will be able to change. I am now 
ready to attend you to the Afiatic war: let us be going: lead 
me on in the way of reputation and glory.” 





ABSTRACT of Carraitn COOKE’s LAST VOYAGE, 
[Continued from page 112.] 


HEIR furniture confifts chiefly of a great number of 
cheits and boxes of all fizes, which are generally piled 
upon each other, clofe to the fides or ends of the houfe,and cone 
tain their fpare garments, fkins, mafks, and other things which 
they feta value upon. Some of thefe are double, or one co- 
vers the other asalid ; others have a lid faftened with thongs ; 
and fome of the very large ones have a fquare hole,or fcuttle,cut 
in the upper part, by which the things are put in and taken out, 
They are often painted black, ftudded with the teeth of animals, 
or carved with a kind of frieze-work, and figures of birds or 
animals, as decorations. ‘Their other domeftic utenfils are moitly 
fquare and oblong prils or buckets to hold water and other 
things, round woaden cups and bowls, and {mall thallow wooden 
troughs, about two feet long (out of which they eat their food), 
baikets of twigs, bags of matting, &c. Their fithing imp!e- 
ments, and other things alfo, lie or hang up in different parts of 
the houfe, but withoot the leaft order, fo that the whole is a 
complete fcene of confufion ; and the only places that do not 
partake of this confufion are the fleeping benches that have noe 
thing on them but the mats, which are alfo cleaner, or of a 
finer fort, than thofe they commonly have to fit on in their 
boats. 

“© The naftinefs and ftench of their houfes, are, however, 
at leaft equal to the confulion ; for as they dry their fiih withia 
doors, they alfo gut them there, which, with their bones and 
fragments thrown down at meals, and theaddition of other forts 
of filth, lie every where in heaps, and are, I believe, never care 
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ried away till it becames troublefome to walk overthem. Ina 
word, their houfes are as filthy as hog- -ities, every thing in and 
about them flinking of fith, train-oil, and fmoke. 

«* But amidé all the filth and confafion that are found in 
their houfes, many of them are decorated with images: thefe 
are nothing more than the trunks of very large trecs, four or 
five fect high, fet up fingly, or by pairs, at the upper end of tle 
apartment, | with the front carved into a human face, the arms 
and hands cut out upon the fides, and varioufly painted; fo that 
the whole is a truly mon@rous figure. A mat, by way of cur- 
tain, was for the meft part hung before them, which the natives 
were not willing at all times to remove; and when they did un- 
veil them, they feemed to fpeak of them ina very mytterious 
manner. It fhould feem that they are, at times, accuftomed to 
make offerings to them, if we can draw this inference from their 
defiring us, as we interpreted their figns, to give fomething to 
thefe images when they drew afide the mats that covered them, 
It was natural, from thefe circumftances, for us to think that they 
were reprefentatives of their gods, or fymbols of fome religious 
or fuperfiitious object ; and yet we had proofs of the real efti- 
mation they were in ; for with a fmal} quantity of iron or brafs, 
¥ could have purcha fed all the gods (if their images were fuch) 
in the place. I cid not fee one that was not offered to me ; 
end } aétually got two or three of the very fmallett fort. 

6 The ciel employment of the men feems to be that of 
fihing, and killing land or fea-animals, for the fuftenance of 
their families ; for we faw few of them doing any thing in the 
houfes ; whereas the women were employed in manufacturing 
their flaxen or woollen peruipats. and in preparing the fihh called 
fardine for drying, which they allo carry up the beach in twig- 
bafkets, after the men have ‘dine ‘ht them in.their canoes. The 
women are alfo fent in the fmal! canoes to gather mufcles and 
other faell-fith, and perhaps on fome other occafions, for they 
manage thefe with as much dexterity as the men; who, when 
in the canoes with them, feem to pay little attention to their 
fex, by offering to relieve them froni the Jabour of the paddle ; 
nor indeed do they treat them with any particular refpect or ten- 
dernefs in other fituations, 

«< ‘I'he young men appeared to be the moft indolent or idle 
fet in this community : for they were either fitting about in {cats 
tered companies to bafk ther: ifelves in the fun, or lay wallowing 
in the fand wpon the beach, like a number of hogs, for the fame 
purpofe, without any covering. But this difregard of decency 
was confined to the men: the women were always properly 
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clothed, and behaved with the utmoit propriety, juftly deferving 
all commendation for a bafhfulnefs and modefty becoming their 
fex, byt more meritorious in them as the men feem to have no 
fenfe of thame. It is impoflible, however, that we fhould have 
been able to obferve the exact mode of their domeitic life and 
employments from a fingle vifit (as the firit was quite tranfitory) 
of a few hours ; for it may be eafily fuppofed, that on fach an 
occafion moft of the labour of all the inhabitants of the village 
woald ceafe upon our arrival, and an interruption be given to 
the ufual manner of appearing in their houfes during their. more 
remifs or fociable hours, when left to themfelves. We were 
much better enabled to form fome judgment of their difpofition, 
and, in fome meafure, even of their difguiting methed of 
living, from the frequent vifits fo many of them paid us at our 
fhips in their canoes, in which, it fhould feem, they {pend a great 
deal of time, at leaft in the fummer feafon ; for we obferved that 
they not only eat and fleep frequently in them, but flrip off their 
clothes, and Jay themfelves along to bafk in the fun, in the fame 
manner as we had feen practifed at their village. Their canoes 
of the larger fort are indeed fufficiently fpacious for that pur- 
pofe, and perfectly dry; fo that, under fhelter of a ikin, they 
are, except in rainy weather, much more comfortable habitations 
than their houfes. 

«© With refpect to food, their greateft reliance feems to be 
upon the fea, as affording fith, muicles, and {maller hell ith, and 
fea-animals. Of the firit, the principal are herrings, fardines, 
two fpecies of bream, and fmall cod. But the herrings and /ar- 
dines are not only eaten frefh, in their featon, but likewife ferve 
as flores, which, after being dried and {moked, are preferved by 
being fewed up ia mats, fo as to form large bales, three or four 
feet {quare, The herrings alfo fupply them with another grand 
refource, which is a vait quantity of ore, very curioully prepared. 
It is ftrewed upon, or, as it were, incrulted about {mall branches 
of the Canadian pine, They alfo prepare it upon a long nar- 
row fea-grafs, which grows plentifully upon the rocks under 
water; ‘This is kept in bafkets or bags of mat, and ufed occa- 
fionally, being firit dipped in water; 1t may be confidered as the 
winter bread of thefe people, and has no difagreeable tafte. 
‘They alfo roait the large kind of mufcie, then ftick them upon 
Jong wooden fkewers, and taking them of occalionally as 
wanted, eat them without any other preparation, though they 
often dip them in oil as a fauce. 

*€ Of the fea-animals, the moft conimon in ufe amongf them 
as food is the porpoile, the fat or rind of which, as weil as the 
ficth, they cutin large pieces, and having dried them. as they do 
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the herrings, eat them without any farther preparation. They 
alfo prepare a fort of broth from this animal in its frefh fate, in 
a fingular manner, putting pieces of itin a {quare wouden veffel 
or bucket with water, and then throwing heated ftones into it : 
‘This operation they repeat till they think the contents are fufli- 
ciently fiewed or feethed ; they put in the frefh, and take out 
the other flones with a cleft ftick, which ferves as tongs, the 
veilel being always placed near the fire for that purpofe. This 
is a preity common dith amongft them, and from its appearance 
feems to be itrong nourifhing food. ‘The oil which they procure 
from thefe and other fea-animals is alfo ufed by them in great 
quantities, both fupping it alone, with a large {coop or {poon 
made of horn, or mixing it with other food as fauce.—Upon 
the whole it feems plain, from a variety of circumftances, that 
thefe people procure almo%t all their animal food from the fea, if 
we except a few birds, of which the gulls or fea-fowl, which they 
fhoot with their arrows, are the moft material. 

** As the Canadian pine-branches and fea-grafs, on which the 
fith-roe is flrewed, may be confidered as their only winter vege- 
tables, foas the {pring advances they make ufe of feveral others 
as they come in feafon ; the moft common of thefe which we 
obferved were two forts of liliaceous roots, one fimply tunicated, 
the other granulated upon its furface, called mabkatte and 
kochgnoppa, which have a mild {weetifh tafte, and are mucilagi- 
nous, and eatenraw. The next which they havein great quan- 
tities is aroot called abeita, refembling in talte our liquorice ; 
and another fern root, whofe leaves were not yet difclofed. 
They alfo eat raw another f{mall, fweetith, infipid root, about the 
thicknefs of farfaparilla, but we were ignorant of the plant to 
which it belongs ; and alfo of another root, which is very large 
and palmated, which we faw them dig up near the village, and 
afterwards eat it. It is alfo probable, that as the feafon ade 
vances they had many others we did not fee ; for though there 
be no appearance of cultivation amongft them, there are great 
quantities of alder, goofeberry, and currant bathes, whofe fruits 
they may eat in their natural ftate, as we have feen them eat the 
Jeaves of the laft, and of the lilies, juftas they were plucked from 
the plant. It muft however be obferved, that one of the con- 
ditions which they feem to require in all food is, that it fhould 
be of the bland or lefs acrid kind ; for they would not eat the 
leek or garlic, though they brought vait quantities to fell when 
they underflood we were fond of it. Indeed they feemed to 
have no relith for any-of our food ; and when offered fpirituous 
liquors, they rejected them as fomething unnatural and difgalting 
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«© Though they fometimes eat fmall marine animals, in their 
freth ftate, raw, it is their common practice to roafl or boil their 
food ; for they are quite ignorant of our method of boiling, 
unlefs we allow that of preparing their porpoife broth is fuchs 
and, indeed, their veilels being all of wood, are quite infuficient 
for this purpofe. 

[Zo be continued.} 





ANECDOTES ¢f Dr. ROBERT LEVET. 


R. LEVET, though an Englithman by birth, and born at 
Hull, in Yorkfhire, became early in life a waiter ina 
coffee-houfe in Paris. The furgeons who frequented it, finding 
him of an inquifitive turn, and mindful of their converfation, 
colle&ed a purfe for him, and gave him fome infractions ir 
their art. They afterwards furnifhed him with the means of 
acquiring other knowledge, by procuring him free admiffion to 
fuch lectures in pharmacy and furgery as were delivered by the 
moft fkilful proteffors of that period. Hence his introdsGion to 
a bufinefs which afforded him a conflant though flender {adit 
tence. 
Where he fpent the middle part of his life is unknown. He 
refided, however, almoft thirty years under the roof of the late 
Dr. Samuel Johnfon, who néver withed him to be confidered as 
an inferior or dependant. He breakfafted with Dr. Johnfom 
in the morning, and perhaps was feen no more by him uil mid- 
night. This circumttance indiced Dr. Johnfon frequently to 
obferve, that Levet was indebted to him for nothing,more than 
houfe room, his fhare in a penny Joaf at breakfaft, and now and 
then a-dmner on Sundays. 

Mach of theday Dr. Levet fpent in vifiting his patients, who 
were chiefly of the lowelt rank of tradefmen. ‘The remainder 
of his hours: he dedicated to Hunter’s Jeftures, and to as many 
different opportunities of improvement as he could mect with on 
the like gratuitous conditions. 

Dr. Johnfon once remarked, that © all his [Levet’s} phyfical 
knowledge, and it is not inconfiderable, was obtained tarough 
the ear. Though he buys books’ he {eldoms looks into them, 
or diicovers any power by which he can be fuppoled to jadge of 
an author’s merit.” 

Before he iived conftantly in Dr. Johnfon’s houfe, he married 
a woman who per{uaced him (notwithitanding their place of cons 
grefs was a imall.coai fhed in Fetter-lanc) that the was nearly 
telated toa nobleman, but injurioully kept out by him of large 

poflefions. 
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poffefions. It is almoft needlets to add, that both parties were 
difappointed in their views. If Levet took her for an heirefs, 
who in time might be rich, the regarded him as a phyficiah al- 
ready in confiderazble practice. : 

Compared with the wonders of this tranfaétion’ (as Johnfon 
himfelf declared when telling them) the ftories inv the Arabian 
Nights Entertainments f¢em common .occurrences. Never was 
infant more completely impofed on than our hero. 

He had net many days been married before hé was atrefted 
for debtsincurred by his wife. In athort time after the was tried 


{providentially ia his opinion) for theft at the Old Bailey, Le- | 


vet attended the court, in the hope fhe would be hanged ; and 
very angry was he with the counfel that undertook her defence. 
*¢ Tonce thought (faid he) the man had beea my friend, bat 
this conduét of his has proved he is not.” 

To his great morciticstica his wife was acquitted, and Dr. 
Johnfon himfelf concerted the terms of feparation for this ill- 
ftarred couple, and then took Levet home, where he continued 
till he died. He expired fuddenly, and without pain ia January 
1782, aged more than eighty. 

As no relations of his were known to Dr. Johnion, he adver- 
tifed for them. In the courfe of a few weeks an heir at Jaw ap- 

eared, and proved his title to the effets which Dr. Levet left 
ehind him. 

The character of Dr. Levet was rendered valuable by re- 
peated proofs of honefty, tendernefs, and gratitude to his bene- 
‘tactor, and by unremitting diligence in his profeffion. He occa- 
fionally departed from fobriety.. Johnfon would obferve he was 
perhaps the only man that ever became intoxicated through mo- 
tives of prudence. He reflected, that if he refafed the ginor 
brancy offered him by fome of his patients, he could have been 
no gainer by their cure, as they might have nothing elfe to be- 
ftow on him, This cufiom of receiving a fee in whatever thape 
it might be exhibited, could not be put off by admonition of any 
kind. He would fwallow what he did not like, nay what he 
‘knew would injure him, fooner than go home with a notionthat 
his fk:!l had been exerted without recompence. ‘* Had (faid 
Johnion) all his patients malicioufly combined to reward him 
with meat and ftrong liquors, inead of money, he would either 
have borft like the dragon in the Apocrypha, through repletion, 
or been fcorched up like Portia, by fwallowing fire.”—But let 
not from heace an imputation of rapacioufnels be fixed upon 
him. Though he took allthat was offered him, he demanded 


nothing from the poor, nor was ever known to have enforced the 
payment of what was juilly his due. 
« DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIPTION of the CITY of SMOLENSKO. 


HIS city is the capital of the province of Smolenfko, ia 
Mofcow, is fituated on the confines of Poland, and is zoo 
miles from Mofcow. 

Smolenko, perhaps the moft extraordinary city in the world, 
ftands on the leanks of the Dnieper, and extends over two moun- 
tains and the.valley between them, It is furrounded by walls 
thirty feet high and fifteen thick; the lower part of them is 
built of tone, the upper of brick, and their circumference is {es 
ven werlts, ‘They are“ furmounted with towers three {tories 
high, placed at the angles, between which are others of a {maller 
fize. ‘ 

In the plain the walls are furrounded bya deep ditch, a coe 
vered way, &c. and on all the heights are redoubts of earth, in 
the ftyle of modern fortificaions. ‘The houfes are moiltly of 
wood, and litile better than cottages; they are only one itory 
high, except a few fcattered ones here and there, which are dige 
nified with, the title of palaces, 

The city is divided through its whole length by one ftrait pa- 
ved ftreet, the others are circular, and floored with planks. he 
cathedral ftands on an eminence, whence there is a mott beauti- 
ful and delightful view of the whole city. Indeed the pleafing 
alternate rifing and finking of the walls from the inequality: ot 
the ground, their gothic archite&ure and grotefque towers, the 
fteeple rifing above the trees, which conceal the houfes from the 
fight, the gardens, meadows, and corn fields, within the walls, 
all together form one of the mof fingular, picturefque, and 
varied profpeéts that can be beheld. 

Notwithitanding its extent, it contains only about 40@0 inha- 
bitants, and has no manufactures, but carries on with Dantzick, 
Riga, and the Ukraine, a petty trafficia linen, hemp, honey, 
wax, leather, furs, &c. 





BON MOT of LEWIS XIV. 


T is dangerous to have a quarrel with awit. On the death 
of Cardinal Fleury, the royal academicians withed that 
Voltaire might fuccced himasa member of that fociety, The 
ancient Bithop of Mirepoix oppofed Voltaire, under a ‘prete nee 
that it would bean offence to God fhould a profane perfon, hke 
him, facceed a cardinal. Mirepoix was a dull bigot, and Vol- 
taire took all opportunities, to laugh at his abfurditics. The bie 
thop ufually figned his lctters duc. Ev ques &c. Voltaire al- 
ways read ane or afs, for axcien or ancient, and this jolte pafled 
Vou. V. 110, ’ Ris fiom 























1438 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


from Paris to his correfpondent in the courts abroad. Mirepoix 
foon heard of his nick-name, and complained bitterly to the 
king, that he was laughed at for a fool in foreign courts. ‘* Oh? 
{{aid Lewis) ‘that’s a matter quite fettled, and you mutt letit 
pafs, my Lord,” 





To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 


bs  ficdhasger the following remarksin your Weekly En- 
tertainer will much oblige 
Your conftant reader, 
MENTOR, 


Launcefton, December 24, 1784. 


Or SE 
Ox DESPISING the UNFORTUNATE. 


Sequitur Fortunam ut femper, et odit 
Damnatos. 
JuveNat, Joth Sat. 

THAT contempt is the natural confequence of misfortune 
mult be evident from the many examples afforded us every day 
in the common courfe of things, even to a man of very flight 
obfervation ; nay, fuch is the frailty of human nature, that 
fometimes we are driven'on to hatred, and this for no other rea- 
fon but what the ficklenefs of fortune affords. 

Slight as this reafon for avoiding the unfortunate is, yet no- 
thing is more common, The man who yeiterday lived in af- 
fluence, whofe houfe afforded an afylum, and table fuftenance 
toa nember of apparent friends, is to-day avoided by them 
as if he was afflitted with fome malignant diftemper, which is 
communicable to thofe who are near the afflicted perfon, be- 
caufe, by fome unforefeen accident, he is brought toruin and 
poverty; nay, fo far do men fometimes carry themfelves, that 
they will point out the unfortunate to the world, that they may 
be fubjeéted to the ridicule of it. 

Let us but refle& on the fate of many meritorious perfons, 
who, when in the midit of their power and grandeur were flat. 
tered and refpeéted, and fliled the defenders and fathers of their 
countries; but when fortune, changing goddefs, was tired of 


heaping conquefts and rewards upon them, when fhe once de- 
ferted them, applaufe and popularity taok wing; then it wag 
they, 
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they, in the peoples eyes, became the very reverfe of what they 
were efteemed before, and the cry became as much againft them 
as before it was for them. 

How mean then, in general, are the motives of man’s regard ? 
Whilft we have it in our power to fupport pomp and grandeur, 
we have crouds of friends; but when once the nipping froft of 
poverty approaches, they are gone, iike the {wallows at the end 
of fummer, to feek a more friendly climate. 





Anfwer, by F. Whitcomb, of Plymouth, to Arion’s Queftion, 
inferted November 29. 


pur 3x, 4x, and 5x=fidesof the required A, which 

three numbers are in arithmetical progreffion; then 
will 3x-++4x-+ 5x =perimeter, which, per queftion, =840, 
-"»% =840--12=70 ; confequently 210, 280, and 350, 
are the fides of the A, which three numbers anfwer the 
conditions of the queftion ; hence the area will be found = 


210 X 280+2—=29400. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of 
Briitol. 





Anfwer, by Taff, of Briftel, to F. Drew's Rebus, inferted 


January 10. 


OUR rebus I’ve found, fir, and here I thall thew it, 
’*Tis THESPIS, an ancient and tragical poet. 


e 





POETS enigmatically expreffed, by Philagathus, of Briftel. 


1. Confonant, one-third of a fruit, and one-fifth of youth- 
ful. 

2. One-fifth of a fatirical inve&tive, a confonant, half of the 
fon of Neal, and one-feventh of pedigree. 

3. Three-fourths of expectation, related, and a confonant. 

4. One-eighth of named, one-fixth of idle, one-fourth of fea- 
grafs, one-eighth of an herb, and one-feventh of an Indian 
apple. 

$2 5. Three. 
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5. Three-fevenths of Indian priefls who derive their mifiion 
from Confucius, one-cighth of a tradition, and one-ninth of 
youth, 

6. One-thirteenth of nolding a difcourfe, one-thirteenth of 
the fun, one-fixteerth of a remedy againft a quartan ague, ones 
third of carey one-fourteenth of a quenching, one-fifth of one 
of the wife men of Greece who lived at the time when Tay- 
quinias Prifcus reigned in Kome, one-fourth of a fruit, one- 
feventh of a kingdom, onc-fixth of one quarter of the earth, 
one-fixth of to deny, and one-fourteceath of awaking. 

7. One-feventh of an error, a vowel, one-fourth of unlearned, 
one-third of the fafhion, and a negative tran{pofed. 

8. Two-fifths of to quit, one-fourth of to liflen, aad three- 
fourths of to learn. 

g- Five-fevenths of fone work. 

10. Three-filths of before, and two-fifths of a mufical inftru- 


ment. 





dn ANAGRAM, éy Arion, of Bath. 


N empty fpace tranfpofe with care, 
An ancient poet "twill declare. 





A REBUS, by Plilos, of Chedzoy. 


E who with courage went to Greece, 
And brought from thence the golden fleece ; 
A beauteous youth, kill’d by a boar, e 
Whom Venus did with grief deplore ; 
That fable time when work is done, 
And darknefs veils the glcrious fun; 
And next, dear firs, you muft explain 
One of Apollo’s runeful train ; 
A well known fruit, which docs produce 
A liquor of effential ufe ; 
WVhac in Heav’n’s arch is fometimes feen, 
Ciad in a vettof lovely green; 
And lafly, firs, you mui apply 
What's in the middle of your eye, 
Nowif thisrebus you inipect, 
By the initials you'll deiett 
The 
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The very month that I began, 
To be that human creature man. 





An ENIGMA, by T. Pafuore, of Beer. 
FAR firs, an humble bard attempts to fing ‘ 
Of me who’ve reign’d with many a Britith king ; 
The great Lord Mansfield will confefs my fway, 
And all the judges of the land obey ; 
I claim a crown, I circum:{cribe the foul, 
«* And mortals grand fenforiur 1 I controul a 
Within my verge imagination fkims, 
Fantaftic fancy, anda ‘thoufand whims 5 
Ott at Vaexhali and Ranclagh ’m feen, 
In company with many noblemen ; 
Oft at the ball, the mafqucrade, the play, 
I do appear quite fhowy, fmart, and gay; 
Oft with the wife, and often with the fools ; 
Oft at the church, and fometimes feen at fchoolss 
Nor to the land is my vaft power confin’ _ 
For on the fea I travel with mankind 
If my peregriaations you fF pur! fue 
Me with a itupid blockhead you “may view ; 
From him I come quite gaudy, {pruce, and fine, 
To pay a vifit to fome great divine, 
Or toa lord perhaps, or country ’fquire, 
Or to 2 beau, who me doth much admire, 
And well he may, fer I’m above all thought ; 
Yet, ere this line, no doubt to light I’m brought. 


EPL EE ERE EE LEEPER EEE EE 


We are afvaid our readers would confider the letter communis 
cated by Jocular as extremely dull. 


GEE EE EES EEE 


Our corre/pondents who fend us queftions, anagrams, rebuffes, Ee, 
are defired to pay the poftage of their letters ; and thofe who do not 
jufl not expe to Jee what they Jend inferted. 


POETRY. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
4n ADJUDGED REPORT, xot to be found in the Books. 


[Communicated by SHAFTESBURIENSIS.] 


ETWEEN nofe and eyes a ftrange conteft arofe, 
The f{peétacles fet them unhappily wrong ; 
The point in difpute was, as all the world knows, 
To which the faid {pectacles ought to belong. 6 


So the tongue was the lawyer, and argu’d the caufe, 
With a great deal of fkill, and a wig full of learning, 
While Chief-Baron Ear fat to balance the laws, 
So fam’d for his talentin nicely difcerning. 


¢* In behalf of the nofe it will quickly appear, 

** And your lordhhip (he faid) will undonbtedly find, 
«« That the nofe has had f{peétacles always in wear, 

«* Which amounts to poffeffion, time out of mind,” 


Then holding the fpectacles up to the eourt-— 

*€ Your lordthip obferves, they are made with a fhaddle 
«« As wide as the ridge of the nofe is, in fhort, 

«« Defign’d to fit clofe to it, juft like a faddle. 


‘ 
«* Again, would your lordthip a moment fuppofe ' 
«« (Tis a cafe that has happen’d, and may be again) 
«* ‘That the vifage or countenance had not a nofe ;— 
** Pray who would, or who could, wear fpectacles then? 
«6 On the whole it appears, and my argument fhows 
“ (With a reas’ning the conrt will never condemn) 
+ That 





is; 


——— 
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«¢ That the fpectacles plainly were made for the nofe, 
«* And the nofe was as plainly intended for them.” 


Then hhifting his fide, he attempted to fhow, 

That the {pectacles rightly belong’d to the eyes 5 
But what were his arguments few people know, 

For the court did not think they were equally wife. 


So his lordfhip decreed, with a grave folemn tone, 
Decifive and clear, without one if or Sut, 

** That whenever the nofe put his {pectacles on, 
“© By day-light, or candle-light, eyes fhould be thut.” 





7? FRIENDSHIP. 


ONG has gay {pring refign’d her pride, 
L Long has the woodland choir deny’d 
To charm th’ attentive ear ; 
The lawns have loft their various dyes, 
And now rich autumn frighted flies 
The frown of winter drear. 


No more the balmy weftern breeze 

Sighs foftly through the trembling trees, 
Refponfive to the flrain 

Of fhepherd’s pipe, or murm’ring rill ; 

No more gay plenty crowns the hill, 
Or decks the laughing plain. 


In this dark feafon what can cheer 
The drooping heart, or banith fear, 
Save friendfhip’s placid pow’r ? 
This, like the golden crb of day, 

Can dart a vivifying ray 
To gild the gloomiett hour. 


This heart-felt blifs, to Heav’n ally’d, 

Difclaiming folly, noife, and pride, 
With virtue only reigns: 

And this, though envy’s poifon’d dart, 

With falfhood fraught, aliails the heart, 


The direful blow difdains. 2 
Hail, 
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Hail, friendthip! balm of ev’ry woe ! 

From thy pure fource enjoyments flow, 
Which death alone can efd ; 

Though fortane’s adverfe gales arife, 

Though youth, and health, and pleafare flies, 
Unmov’d remains the friend. 








For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
E P I G R A M. 
[Communicated by G. ButcEN, of Caftle-Cary.] 


ALIGULA, as hift’ry doth relate, 

Once made his horfe a minifter of ftate ; t 
He gentle was, his aétions ail were juft ; 
He fattes’d not, and ne’er betray’d his trait; 
He had no peniion, never took a bribe, 
Had no connexions with the venal tribe ; 
He liv’d contented on his corn and hay, 
And {quander’d not the public wealth away ; 
Had no ambition, ferv’d no felfith end ; i 
He got no riches, and he Joft no friend. 

Such were his virtues, and we mutt allow, 

His parts were equal with our ftate{men'now. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
The Dunce at School to his Teachers 


[Communicated by PHitacatuus, of Briflol.] 


HE more I ftrive to learn, the lefs I know; 
Thus lobfter-like, fir, do [ backward go; 
You teach in vain what I can’t comprehend, ; 


And mutt your method or my judgement mend ? 





EPITAPH oz Dr, JOHNSON aud Mr. GARRICK, who lie 











buried near each other in Weftminfler Abbey. 


a 
ERE reft, expecting the Meffiah, 
Little David and the great Goliah ! 





